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two small clay figures, apparently a man and a woman,
seated in the centre. They were about a foot high
with the remains of old garlands on them. To the
left and right of them were figures of seven virgins
(or Saptakannigais), very well modelled in clay and
about nine inches high. In front of them and beside
them were the figures of male guardians and atten-
dants. On each side of the images of the virgins was a
figure of a large round fish, with open mouth and staring
eyes, and seated on the back of each fish were the
figures of a man and a woman. The pujan of the
shrine told me that the woman was Minachi the fish-
goddess, and the man Madurai-Viran. Beside each
fish were figures of guardians and attendants.
The north and south sides of the oblong, which are
about twenty-one feet in length, are formed by clay
figures of horses and elephants, some of them with men
on their backs. The elephants are quaint creatures,
very like horses with trunks. The horses are not
in this case steeds of the god lyenar, but simply
the attendants of Minachi and the seven virgins.
Animal sacrifices, consisting of goats, cocks, etc.,
are offered to these deities once a year at an annual
festival* The people at the shrine gave the name of the
fish as something like ullai; but the translator of the
district and sessions court of South Arcot told me
that the fish on which Minachi and Madurai-Viran are
seated is the ullan fish, which is a sea-fish that runs
up the river in flood-times, when the bar is open, and
generally travels a considerable distance till it meets
with an anicut or some similar obstacle. It gets very
fat and is a favourite dish. The goddess Minachi, who
is seated on it, is commonly worshipped by fishermen,
who swear by her name. She is the goddess worship-
ped in the great temple of Madura together with the
god Siva. Madurai-Viran is a male attendant of nearly
all the village goddesses throughout the Tamil country,
and he is generally represented by a small conical stone
or the image of a man carved in bas-relief on a stone
slab, standing outside the shrine.